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Doctors race to save lives 
after NYC fire that killed 17 


By D. PORTER/B.C. CALVAN 
and M.L. PRICE 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) — Doc- 
tors raced Monday to save 
survivors of New York City's 
deadliest fire in three dec- 
ades as authorities began 
investigating how _ thick 
smoke could billow through 
a high-rise, trapping many 
families inside and _ killing 
17 people, including eight 
children. Dozens of people 
were hospitalized, including 
several in critical condition, 
after Sunday's fire in the 
Bronx. Mayor Eric Adams 
called it an "unspeakable 
tragedy" at a news confer- 
ence near the scene. 

"This tragedy is not going 
to define us," Adams said. 
"It is going to show our resil- 


iency." Adams lowered the 
death toll, saying that two 
fewer people were killed 
than originally thought. Fire 
Commissioner Daniel Nigro 
said patients were taken 


to seven hospitals and 
"there was a bit of a double 
count." 

The dead included chil- 


dren as young as 4 years 
old, said City Council Mem- 
ber Oswald Feliz. 
Investigators determined 
that a malfunctioning elec- 
tric space heater, plugged 
in on a cold morning, start- 
ed the fire in the 19-story 
building. 

The flames damaged only 
a small part of the building, 
but smoke poured through 
the apartment's open door 
and turned stairwells — the 
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only method of escape in 
a building too tall for fire 
escapes — into dark, ash- 
choked death traps. 

Adams said the building 
had self-closing doors and 


that investigators were 
looking into whether a door 
malfunctioned. 

"There may have been a 
maintenance issue with this 
door. And that is going to 


Associated Press 
be part of the ... ongoing 
investigation," the mayor 
told ABC's "Good Morning 
America." 


Continued on Page 2 
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Harrowing tales of escape after fire hits NYC building 


By BOBBY CAINA CALVAN, 
ANDREW SELSKY and DAVID 
PORTER Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Rancid 
black smoke filling hall- 
ways, rising from floor to 
floor. People tripping and 
falling as they rushed down 
darkened stairwells, unable 
to see. Panic turning to sor- 
row, as residents who es- 
caped a fire at a high-rise 
Bronx apartment building 
learned of neighbors who 
did not survive. 

"We all got out. My friend, 
her husband didn't make 
it out. So I'm just thanking 
God that my family made 
it," said one resident, Win- 
ter Thomas, who escaped 
from the ninth floor with her 
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mother, stepfather and sib- 
lings. 

In all, Sunday's fire killed 19 
people, including nine chil- 
dren ages 16 and under, 
fire officials said. 

"It don't make no sense. 
These is kids | grew up with, 
kids we went to school 
with," Thomas said. 

On the way down, they 
sidestepped unrespon- 
sive bodies laying on the 
ground. 

Sandra Clayton, 61, heard 
neighbors screaming in the 
hallway: "Get out! Get out!" 
She dashed for the stairs, 
scooping up her dog 
named Mocha, a 2-year- 
old Maltese Shih Tzu. 

The smoke smelled of putrid 


chemicals, she said. It was 
already thick and black 
when she found the stair- 
well. 

She fumbled with her cell- 
phone flashlight, but was 
too much in shock. Unable 
to see, she groped her 
way down the stairs, soon 
crowded with other ten- 
ants. She described pan- 
icked wails and crying that 
echoed up and down the 
stairs. 

"| just ran down the steps as 
much as | could but peo- 
ple was falling all over me, 
screaming," she recounted 
from St. Barnabas Hospital, 
where she was treated for 
smoke inhalation. 

She fell three times, some- 
times trampled by oth- 
ers trying to escape in the 
darkness. 

At one point, she let go of 
her dog as she braced her- 
self from a fall. 

"| tried feeling for her, but 
there was so much smoke," 
she said, her voice growing 
emotional. "| had to save 
my own life." 

After minutes that seemed 
to last forever, she found 
her way out of the building. 
She gasped for air, won- 
dering in tears about what 


happened to Mocha back 
on the stairs. 

"It was so horrific," she said 
of the ordeal. "| was so 
scared." 

Mocha didn't make it. The 
dog was later found suffo- 
cated by the smoke, she 
said. As evening fell over 
the scene, Nicole Ander- 
son counted her blessings. 
She suspects the fire was 
already burning when she 
and her family rode down 
the elevator to their car. 
After driving just a few 
minutes, the family saw 
firetrucks barreling down 
the street, sirens and lights 
blaring. "I didn't think much 
of it," said Anderson, 43, 
who grew up in the build- 
ing. Soon a neighbor was 
calling saying their build- 
ing was on fire. She turned 
back but could only get as 
close as a few blocks from 
her home. She walked the 
rest of the way. 

"It was dark black smoke," 
she said, coming from a 
lower floor. 

Jose Henriquez, an immi- 
grant from the Dominican 
Republic, was taking care 
of two young: grandkids 
and a niece with his wife. 
At first, he thought the fire 


alarm was just an irritating 
interruption to their morn- 
ing, since he said false 
alarms in the building were 
frequent. 

Henriquez said those previ- 
ous false alarms might've 
caused residents not to 
take action as soon as the 
fire broke out. 

As the dark smoke filled the 
hallway outside, Henriquez 
shut the door tight and 
wedged a wet towel in the 
gap below. 

He cracked open a win- 
dow, letting in the wintry 
air. In video he shot, the kids 
can be heard expressing 
alarm at the smoke, look- 
ing out the 10th-floor win- 
dow as fire trucks rushed to 
the scene. 

Eventually, the — family 
squeezed past ascending 
firefighters, using damp- 
ened COVID-19 masks for 
protection against the lin- 
gering smoke, careful not 
to slip in pools of water. 

On the way down, they 
passed a dog lying dead 
on the sooty staircase. 

Luis Rosa, also on the 13th 
floor, had awakened to the 
fire alarm, also annoyed 
that it was probably anoth- 
er false alarm.) 


Doctors race to save lives after NYC fire that killed 17 
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Some people could not 
escape because of the 
smoke, Nigro said. Others 
became incapacitated as 
they tried to get out. Fire- 
fighters found victims on 
every floor, many in car- 
diac and respiratory arrest, 
Nigro said. Limp = children 
were given oxygen af- 
ter they were carried out. 
Some who fled had soot- 
covered faces. 

Firefighters continued mak- 
ing rescues even after their 
air supplies ran out, Adams 
said. "Their oxygen tanks 
were empty, and they 
still pushed through the 
smoke," he said. 

An investigation was under- 
way to determine how the 
fire spread and whether 
anything could have been 
done to prevent or contain 
the blaze, Nigro said. 
Large, new apartment 


buildings are required to 
have sprinkler systems and 
interior doors that swing 
shut automatically to con- 
tain smoke and deprive 
fires of oxygen, but those 
rules do not apply to thou- 
sands of the city's older 
buildings. 

The building was equipped 
with smoke alarms, but 
several residents said they 
initially ignored them be- 
cause alarms were so com- 
mon in the 120-unit build- 
ing. "SO many of us were 
used to hearing that fire 
alarm go off, it was like sec- 
ond nature to us," resident 
Karen Dejesus said. "Not un- 
til | actually saw the smoke 
coming in the door did | re- 
alize it was a real fire, and | 
began to hear people yell- 
ing, 'Help! Help! Help!" 
Dejesus, who was in her 
two-floor apartment with 
her son and _ 3-year-old 
granddaughter, immedi- 


ately called family mem- 
bers and ran to get tow- 
els to put under the door. 
But smoke began coming 
down her stairs before the 
56-year-old resident could 
get the towels, so the three 
ran to the back of the 
apartment. 

"It was so scary," she said. 
"Just the fact that we're ina 
building that's burning and 
you don't know how you're 
going to get out. You don't 
know if the firefighters are 
going to get to you in time." 
Firefighters broke down her 
door and helped all three 
out the window and down 
a ladder to safety. Dejesus 
clung to her rescuer on the 
way down. 

Hassane Badr told The New 
York Times that two of his 
siblings, both children, were 
killed and that a 25-year- 
old cousin remained un- 
accounted for. Badr, 28, 
waited at Jacobi Medical 


Center for news about his 
12-year-old brother, who 
was suffering from serious 
smoke inhalation. A 5-year- 
old sister was at another 
hospital. "I'm thinking like 
I'm dreaming, this is not 
true. You hear people cry- 
ing, my goodness," Badr 
told the newspaper. "To be 
honest, I'm not believing it 
right now." 

Badr's family, 11 people 
from Mali, lived in a three- 
bedroom apartment on 
the third floor. 
Mahamadou Toure strug- 
gled to put his grief into 
words outside the hospital 
emergency room where his 
5-year-old daughter and 
the girl's teenage brother 
died, according to the Dai- 
ly News. 

"Right now my heart is very 
...' Toure trailed off while 
speaking to the New York 
Daily News. "It's OK. | give 
it to God." Luis Rosa said 


he initially thought it was 
a false alarm. By the time 
he opened the door of 
his 13th-floor apartment, 
the smoke was so_ thick 
he couldn't see down the 
hallway: "So | said, OK, we 
can't run down the stairs 
because if we run down 
the stairs, we're going to 
end up suffocating." 

"All we Could do was wait," 
he said. 

The fire was New York City's 
deadliest since 1990, when 
87 people died in an ar- 
son at the Happy Land so- 
cial club, also in the Bronx. 
The borough was also the 
scene of a deadly apart- 
ment building fire in 2017 
that killed 13 people and 
a 2007 fire, also started by 
a space heater, that killed 
nine. Sunday's fire hap- 
pened just days after 12 
people, including eight 
children, were killed in a 
house fire in Philadelphia.) 
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California's Newsom wants health coverage for all immigrants 


By ADAM BEAM 
Associated Press 
SACRAMENTO, Calif. (AP) 
— California would be the 
first state to provide health 
coverage to all immigrants 
in the country illegally un- 
der the budget Gov. Gavin 
Newsom proposed Mon- 


day. 
It's part of his effort to ad- 
dress what he_ termed 


five of the most populous 
state's biggest challenges 
in a $286.4 billion budget 
that builds on a surplus pro- 
jected by the Legislative 
Analyst to be at least $31 
billion. Newsom's budget 
proposal uses a much big- 
ger surplus estimate be- 
cause his administration 


uses a different definition 
of what counts as a surplus. 
What his administration 
termed "existential threats" 
include the surging coro- 
navirus pandemic; wildfires 
and drought worsened by 
global warming; homeless- 
ness; income inequality in- 
cluding the lack of health 
insurance for some immi- 
grants; and public safety, 
including combatting a re- 
cent flurry of coordinated 
smash-and-grab robberies. 
The most populous state 
has made great strides in 
reducing its uninsured pop- 
ulation in recent years, but 
the largest single group left 
behind under the state's 
Medicaid program = are 


Technology sector leads stocks 
lower again on Wall Street 


By DAMIAN J. TROISE and 
ALEX VEIGA 

AP Business Writers 

Stocks fell broadly in af- 
ternoon trading on Wall 
Street Monday and bond 
yields continued rising as 
investors anticipate moves 
by the Federal Reserve to 
raise interest rates. 

The S&P 500 fell 1.1% as of 
1:42 p.m. Eastern. The Dow 
Jones Industrial Average 
fell 356 points, or 1%, to 
35,876 and the Nasdaq fell 
1.4%. 

Technology stocks again 
led the way lower. The 
sector has been the big- 
gest weight on the mar- 
ket through January and is 
coming off of its worst week 
since October 2020. Big 
technology stocks have an 
outsized influence on the 
S&P 500 because of their 
huge size. Coming into the 
year, the technology sec- 
tor represented 29.2% of 
the S&P 500. Advanced Mi- 
cro Devices shed 3%. 

Walll Street is closely watch- 
ing the Federal Reserve 
for clues as to how soon it 
might raise interest rates. 
The central bank has al- 
ready said it will acceler- 
ate the reduction of its 
bond purchases, which 
have helped keep interest 
rates low. The market now 
puts the chances of the 
Fed hiking short-term rates 
by at least a quarter point 


in March at around 78%. A 
month ago, it was about 
36%. 

Higher interest rates make 
the stocks of expensive 
tech companies and other 
pricey growth companies 
less attractive to investors, 
which is why the sector has 
been slipping while bond 
yields rise. 

The yield on the 10-year 
Treasury rose to 1.78% from 
1.76% late Friday. 

Every sector in the bench- 
mark S&P 500 fell, though 
sectors that are considered 
less risky, including — utili- 
ties and household goods 
makers, held up better 
than the rest of the market. 
Elsewhere in the market 
a mix of deal news and fi- 
nancial updates moved 
several large stocks. 
Take-Two Interactive, 
maker of "Grand Theft 
Auto", plunged 14.9% af- 
ter announcing a deal to 
buy Zynga, which makes 
"Words With Friends" and 
"Farmville" and jumped 
41.7%. 

Athletic apparel maker Lu- 
lulemon Athletica fell 4.8% 
after warning investors that 
a surge in virus cases hurt 
its fourth-quarter financial 
results. Medical products 
maker and distributor Car- 
dinal Health fell 7.2% after 
saying that supply chain 
problems will hurt profits for 
its medical segment.L) 


low-income residents in the 
country illegally. 

The state began covering 
immigrants 26 and under 
in 2019, and those 55 and 
older last year. Now New- 
som wants state lawmak- 
ers to cover the remainder, 
starting no sooner than 
Jan. 1, 2024. 

It wasn't immediately clear 
if he would phase in the 
additional health cover- 
age or how he planned to 
pay for it. 

One legislative analysis put 
the price tag for covering 
the remaining donut hole 
of uninsured immigrants at 
$2.4 billion per year. Cover- 
ing those age 50 and up, 
the most recent expansion, 
will eventually cost taxpay- 
ers about $1.3 billion per 
year. 

His budget address kicks 
off months of haggling with 
his fellow Democrats, who 
control the state Legisla- 
ture, talks that will intensify 
when Newsom presents an 
updated spending propos- 
alin May. 

Some progressive legisla- 
tive Democrats last week 
proposed creating in Calli- 
fornia the nation's first uni- 


versal health care system, 
backed by steep tax hikes 
that would have to be ap- 
proved by voters. 

Newsom also has pledged 
to spend $300 million on 
boosting law enforcement 
efforts to combat retail 
theft and another $2.7 bil- 
lion to spend on things like 
coronavirus testing and 
hospital staffing. 

He additionally on Monday 
proposed spending $648 
million to back wildland 
firefighters and buy more 
helicopters and bulldozers, 
plus another $1.2 billion on 
top of the current budget 
year's $1.5 billion for forest 
management. 
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Another $750 million would 
go to drought relief, on top 
of the current budget year's 
$5.2 billion water package. 
Also on the environmental 
front, he pledged to keep 
reducing California's reli- 
ance on fossil fuels. 
To confront the — state's 
seemingly intractable 
homelessness problem, he 
proposed spending $2 bil- 
lion for mental health ser- 
vices, housing, and clear- 
ing homeless encamp- 
ments. That's on top of last 
year's $12 billion package. 
The combination would 
create a projected 55,000 
new housing units and 
treatment slots.L) 
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Chicago fight with teachers union stretches into 2nd week 


By SOPHIA TAREEN and 
KATHLEEN FOODY 
Associated Press 
CHICAGO (AP) — The lead- 
er of the Chicago Teachers 
Union on Monday blamed 
the city's mayor for a con- 
tinued standoff over CO- 
VID-19 protocols as classes 
for hundreds of thousands 
of students were canceled 
for a fourth day. 

CTU President Jesse Shar- 
key said union and district 
representatives negotiated 
until 10 p.m. Sunday but 
"remain apart on a number 
of key features" that teach- 
ers want before returning 
to classrooms, including a 
testing program and. trig- 
gers to close a school for 
in-person instruction due to 
an outbreak. 

Sharkey accused Mayor 
Lori Lightfoot of refusing 
to compromise on teach- 
ers' main priorities and said 
union leadership can't go 
back to members. with 
what the mayor's team has 
offered so far. 

"The mayor is being relent- 
less but she's being relent- 
lessly stupid, she's being 
relentlessly stubborn," he 
said during a Monday news 
conference. "She's relent- 
lessly refusing to seek ac- 
commodation and we're 
trying to find a way to get 
people back in school." 
Sharkey's comments came 
a day after Lightfoot said 
many teachers had aban- 
doned their students by re- 


fusing to teach in-person. 
The union wants the option 
to revert to remote instruc- 
tion across the 350,000-stu- 
dent district, and most 
members have refused to 
teach in-person until there's 
an agreement, or the latest 
COVID-19 spike subsides. 
But Chicago leaders reject 
districtwide remote learn- 
ing, saying it's detrimental 
to students and_ schools 
are safe. Instead, Chicago 
opted to cancel classes as 
a whole two days after stu- 
dents returned from winter 
break. 

Chicago shares pandemic 
concerns with other districts 
nationwide, with more re- 
verting to remote learning 
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as infections soar and staff 
members are sidelined. But 
the situation in union-friend- 
ly Chicago has been ampli- 
fied in a labor dispute that's 
familiar to families in the 
mostly low-income Black 
and Latino district who saw 
disruptions during a similar 
safety protocol fight last 
year, a 2019 strike anda 
one-day work stoppage in 
2016. 

The tone of Lightfoot and 
CPS Chief Executive Officer 
Pedro Martinez's Sunday 
evening statement sug- 
gested more progress than 
on Saturday when, shortly 
after the union made its lat- 
est offer public, they said, 
"CTU leadership, you're not 
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listening" and vowed not 
to "relent." The offer she re- 
jected included teachers 
reporting to schools Mon- 
day to distribute laptops for 
remote learning to tempo- 
rarily start Wednesday. 

Both sides have filed com- 


plaints to a state labor 
board. 
Union leaders have ac- 


cused Lightfoot of bullying, 
saying that while in-person 
instruction is better, the 
pandemic has forced dif- 
ficult decisions. 

"The mayor's saying she's 
going to be relentless in 
prosecuting a case, but 
the mayor's not a prosecu- 
tor and I'm not a criminal 
being prosecuted," Shar- 


key said. "Our members are 
not people who have done 
anything wrong." 

School leaders have touted 
a $100 million safety plan, 
which includes air purifiers 
in each classroom. Roughly 
91% of staff are vaccinated 
and masks are required in- 
doors. 

Since the start of the aca- 
demic year, some individ- 
val classrooms have tem- 
porarily switched to remote 
instruction when there are 
infections. But in rejecting a 
widescale return to remote 
learning, city health officials 
argue most students direct- 
ed to quarantine because 
of possible classroom expo- 
sure don't get COVID-19. 
The district is piloting a "test 
to stay" program to cut iso- 
lation times. 

The union argues that the 
measures fall short, es- 
pecially considering the 
omicron-fueled surge that 
has upended the return to 
work and class. It has also 
criticized the district for not 
enrolling enough students 
in a testing program and 
an unreliable database of 
COVID-19 infections. 
Several district families, rep- 
resented by the conserva- 
tive Liberty Justice Center 
in Chicago, filed a lawsuit 
in Cook County over the 
closures last week, while 
more than 5,000 others 
have signed a petition urg- 
ing a return to in-person 
instruction.) 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — The 
pilot of a small plane avert- 
ed death twice in under 
five minutes on Sunday, 
first when he crash-landed 
onto railroad tracks, then 
when Los Angeles police 
rescued him just before a 
commuter train smashed 
into the aircraft. 

Bodycam video showed 
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the officers working furious- 
ly to disentangle the blood- 
ied pilot from the cockpit of 
the crumpled Cessna 172. 
"Go! Go! Gol Go! Gol!" 
someone yelled as the of- 
ficers dragged the man 
away seconds before the 
Metrolink train, its horn blar- 
ing, barreled through the 
plane. 


Pilot rescued from wreckage in LA 
moments before train hits 


The plane crashed shortly 
after takeoff at 2:10 p.m. 
from Whiteman Airport in 
the San Fernando Valley 
community of Pacoima, 
according to the Federal 
Aviation Administration. The 
timestamp on a police offi- 
cer's body camera showed 
that the train hit the plane 
at 2:15 p.m. 

The plane had landed on 
the tracks at a railroad 
crossing just blocks from the 
Los Angeles Police Depart- 
ment's Foothill Division sta- 
tion, and officers arrived at 
the crash scene almost im- 
mediately. 

CBSN Los Angeles said four 


officers rescued the pilot 
and dragged him onto the 
pavement. 

The station identified them 
as Damien Castro, Chris- 


topher Aboyte, Robert 
Sherock and Sgt. Joseph 
Cavestany. 


It was unclear how much 
time passed before au- 
thorities realized the plane 
was on the tracks, or ex- 
actly when police notified 
the railroad, but the officers 
realized there was no time 
to spare. 

"| had requested Metrolink 
to cease all train activity, 
but apparently that didn't 
happen," Cavestany said. 


The male pilot was the only 
person on board and was 
taken to a hospital for treat- 
ment, the Los Angeles Fire 
Department said. He was 
not identified and no other 
injuries were reported. 
"Seeing what happened, 
I'm grateful to be alive. I'm 
grateful the pilot survived 
as well," Sherock said. 
Metrolink subsequently 
halted train service and 
road traffic was detoured 
in the area about 20 miles 
(32 kilometers) northwest 
of downtown Los Angeles. 
The FAA and the National 
Transportation Safety Board 
will investigate.) 


By FRANK JORDANS 
Associated Press 

BERLIN (AP) — Damage 
wrought by Hurricane Ida 
in the U.S. state of Louisiana 
and the flash floods that hit 
Europe last summer helped 
make 2021 one of the most 
expensive years for natural 
disasters, reinsurance com- 
pany Munich Re said Mon- 
day. The company's an- 
nual report put the overall 
economic losses from natu- 
ral disasters worldwide last 
year at $280 billion, making 
it the fourth-costliest after 
2011, the year a massive 
earthquake and tsunami 
struck Japan. 

Insured losses in 2021 
amounted to $120 billion, 
the second-highest after 
2017, when hurricanes Har- 
vey, Irma and Maria hit the 
Americas, according to 
Munich Re. More than a 
third of those insured losses 
last year were caused by 
Ida ($36 billion) and the 
July floods in Europe ($13 
billion). Almost 10,000 died 
as a result of a natural di- 
saster in 2021, comparable 
to the death toll in recent 


years, Munich Re said. 

The company warned that 
studies showed a link be- 
tween global warming and 
natural disasters. 

"The images of natural di- 
sasters in 2021 are disturb- 
ing," said Torsten Jeworrek, 
a member Munich Re's 
board of management. 
"Climate research increas- 
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Hurricane Ida, Europe floods made 2021 costly for disasters 


ingly confirms that extreme 
weather has become more 
likely," he said. 

"Societies need to urgently 
adapt to increasing weath- 
er risks and make climate 
protection a priority." 
Satellite measurements 
show 2021 was one of the 
warmest years on record, 
with the annual average 
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temperature 1.1-1.2 de- 
grees Celsius higher than 
the pre-industrial period 
from 1850-1900, the Euro- 
pean Union's Copernicus 
Climate Change Service 
said Monday. 


Europe experienced _ its 
warmest summer on re- 
cord, it said. 


Scientists say that higher 


temperatures can cause 
the air to absorb more mois- 
ture, which can then lead 
to more extreme rainfall 
such as that seen in west- 
ern Germany, Belgium and 
the Netherlands last sum- 
mer. The resulting floods 
devastated whole villages 
and killed more than 220 
people in what insurance 
companies sdid was the 
costliest natural disaster Eu- 
rope has ever seen. 

"Even though events can- 
not automatically be attrib- 
uted to climate change, 
analysis of the changes 
over decades provides 
plausible indications of a 
connection with the warm- 
ing of the atmosphere and 
the oceans," said Ernst 
Rauch, Munich Re's chief cli- 
mate scientist, adding that 
adapting to increasing risks 
would be "a challenge.'The 
company noted that not 
all natural disasters are cli- 
mate-related, citing volca- 
nic eruptions in Indonesia 
and Spain's Canary Islands, 
and earthquakes such as 
the one that hit Japan in 
February.L) 


Nearly 8,000 


By DASHA LITVINOVA 
Associated Press 
MOSCOW (AP) — Nearly 
8,000 people in Kazakh- 
stan were detained by 
police during protests that 
descended into violence 
last week and marked the 
worst unrest the former So- 
viet nation has faced since 
gaining independence 30 
years ago, authorities said 
Monday. 

President Kassym-Jomart 
Tokayev on Monday de- 
scribed the unrest that fol- 
lowed _ initially peaceful 
protests against rising ener- 
gy prices as a "terrorist ag- 
gression" against the miner- 
al-rich Central Asian nation 
of 19 million and dismissed 
reports that authorities tar- 
geted peaceful demon- 
strators as "disinformation." 
Kazakhstan's Interior Minis- 
try reported that 7,939 peo- 
ple have been detained 
across the country. The Na- 
tional Security Committee, 
Kazakhstan's counterintel- 
ligence and anti-terrorism 
agency, said Monday the 


detained in Kazakhstan over violent protests 


situation has "stabilized and 
is under control." 

Monday was declared a 
day of mourning for the 
victims of the violent unrest, 
which the health ministry 
says killed 164 people, in- 
cluding three children. 

The demonstrations began 
on Jan. 2 over a near-dou- 
bling of prices for vehicle 
fuel and quickly spread 
across the country, with 
political slogans reflect- 
ing wider discontent with 
Kazakhstan's authoritarian 
government. 

In a concession, the gov- 
ernment announced a 180- 
day price cap on vehicle 
fuel and a moratorium on 
utility rate increases. As the 
unrest mounted, the minis- 
terial cabinet resigned and 
the president replaced 
Nursultan Nazarbayev, for- 
mer longtime leader of Ka- 
zakhstan, as head of the 
National Security Council. 
One of the main slogans 
of the past week's protests, 
"Old man out," was a refer- 
ence to Nazarbayev, who 


served as president from 
Kazakhstan's indepen- 
dence until he resigned 
in 2019 and anointed To- 
kayev as his successor. 
Nazarbayev had retained 
substantial power at the 
helm of the National Secu- 
rity Council. 

Despite the concessions, 
the protests turned ex- 
tremely violent for several 
days. In Almaty, Kazakh- 
stan's largest city, the pro- 
testers set the city hall on 
fire and stormed and briefly 
seized the airport. For sev- 
eral days, sporadic gunfire 
was reported in the city 
streets. 

The authorities declared a 
state of emergency over 
the unrest, and Tokayev re- 
quested help from the Col- 
lective Security Treaty Or- 
ganization, a Russia-led mil- 
itary alliance of six former 
Soviet states. The group has 
authorized sending about 
2,500 mostly Russian troops 
to Kazakhstan as peace- 
keepers. 

Tokayev has said the dem- 
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onstrations were instigated 
by "terrorists" with foreign 
backing, although the pro- 
tests have shown no obvi- 
ous leaders or organization. 
On Friday, he said he or- 
dered police and the miili- 
tary to shoot to kill "terrorists" 
involved in the violence. 

In a statement Monday, 
Kazakhstan's Foreign Minis- 
try said the peaceful pro- 
tests "were hijacked by ter- 
rorist, extremist and criminal 
groups," including radical 
Islamist fighters with com- 
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bat experience. 

Speaking Monday at an 
extraordinary virtual sum- 
mit of CSTO, Tokayev prom- 
ised to reveal to the world 
"additional evidence" of 
a "terrorist aggression" 
against Kazakhstan. He 
stressed that the demands 
of peaceful protesters 
have been "heard and met 
by the state," and the un- 
rest that followed involved 
"groups of armed militants" 
whose goal was to over- 
throw the government. L) 
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Dutch king swears in new ruling 


coalition, Rutte's 4th 


By MIKE CORDER 
Associated Press 

THE HAGUE, Netherlands 
(AP) — Dutch Prime Minister 
Mark Rutte embarked on a 
fourth term Monday, lead- 
ing a coalition that took 
office amid a nationwide 
coronavirus lockdown and 
policy challenges ranging 
from climate change and 
housing shortages to the 
future of agriculture. 

King Willem-Alexander for- 
mally swore in the new 
government at a socially- 
distanced ceremony in the 
ballroom of the Noordeinde 
Palace in The Hague. 

The ceremony came after 
arecord-breaking coalition 
formation process following 
the March 17 general elec- 
tion that highlighted deep 
divisions in the splintered 
Dutch political landscape. 
Rutte, 54, has already led 
three coalitions and is now 
set to become the Neth- 
erlands' longest-serving 
prime minister despite only 
narrowly surviving a no- 
confidence motion in par- 
liament in April. Willem-Al- 
exander congratulated the 
new ministers and wished 
them "good health and 
wisdom" in their new jobs. 
Among the new faces are 
Health and Sport Minister 
Ernst Kuipers, a physician 
who moves into politics af- 
ter holding senior positions 
in the health care sector, 
including leading a nation- 
al organization that facili- 
tated the spreading out of 


patients among hospitals 
amid the pandemic. 

Also new to Dutch politics 
is Robbert Dijkgraaf, a re- 
spected academic who 
was named _ Education 
Minster and returns to the 
Netherlands after serving 
since 2012 as director of 
the Institute for Advanced 
Study in Princeton, New 
Jersey. 

The swearing-in of the new 
government also comes 
almost a year to the day 
since Rutte and his entire 
Cabinet resigned to ac- 
cept political responsibil- 
ity for a scandal involving 
the nation's tax office that 
wrongly labeled as fraud- 
sters thousands of parents 
who claimed childcare 
benefits. Even so, Rutte will 
lead a coalition made up 
of the same four parties 
that quit to end his third 
term. His fourth administra- 
tion is made up of Rutte's 
conservative People's Party 
for Freedom and Democ- 
racy, together with the 
centrist, pro-European Déé, 
the center-right Christian 
Democratic Appeal and 
centrist Christian Union. To- 
gether, they command a 
narrow majority in the 150- 
seat lower house of Dutch 
parliament, but are in the 
minority in the upper house. 
For the first time in Dutch 
political history, half of the 
senior Cabinet ministers 
are women. One of them, 
D66 leader Sigrid Kaag, the 
new finance minister, took 


Associated Press 


part in the swearing-in by 
videoconference because 
she is isolating after testing 
positive for COVID-19. 

"It's a slightly different start 
than I'd hoped for, but lam 
going to begin full of ener- 
gy," Kaag tweeted Sunday. 
IN a policy blueprint pub- 
lished late last year, the 
new government outlined 
plans to cut taxes, of- 
fer almost free childcare 
for working parents, bring 
back grants for higher edu- 
cation students and a plan 
to build about 100,000 new 
homes each year. 

The ambitious agenda will 
cost billions in this country, 
which is long known for its 
fiscal frugality. 

The new coalition also has 
vowed to work to win back 
public trust in government 
that has been eroded by 
scandals, polarization, 
frustration in parts of soci- 
ety at measures to tackle 
the pandemic and at the 
drawn-out coalition nego- 
tiations. 

Rutte said the coalition 
would seek to work togeth- 
er with "society and with 
our political colleagues" in 
parliament to implement 
reforms. 

He has yet to convince 
everybody. Outside the 
palace, a protester sang: 
"Rutte take your garbage 
with you," as part of a pro- 
test that got underway as 
the new Cabinet posed for 
a picture on the steps out- 
side the palace.) 
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Italy targets the 
unvaccinated with new 
virus restrictions 


By NICOLE WINFIELD 
Associated Press 

ROME (AP) — Italy target- 
ed the unvaccinated with 
a host of new coronavirus 
restrictions Monday, with 
proof of vaccination or re- 
covery from a recent infec- 
tion required to enter pub- 
lic transport, coffee shops, 
hotels, gyms and other ev- 
eryday activities. 

The new "super’ health pass 
requirement, which elimi- 
nates the ability to show 
just a negative test to gain 
access to services, comes 
as many Italians return to 
work and school after the 
Christmas and New Year's 
holidays. It came as CO- 
VID-19 infections are soar- 
ing past 100,000 per day in 
Italy. The government has 
responded to the omicron- 
fueled wave of infections 
by passing new restrictions 
aimed at encouraging 
vaccine holdouts to get 
the jabs or be increasingly 
shut out of recreational 
and even essential activi- 
ties, such as taking a bus or 
subway to work. 

Italians have by and large 
supported the restrictions, 
which in recent months 
have also included out- 
door mask mandates and 
a standard health pass to 
get into workplaces. Many 
welcomed the new restric- 
tions, which were being 
enforced Monday by po- 
lice fanning out at train sta- 
tions to check passengers’ 
vaccine status and make 
sure they were wearing 
the more protective Ffp2 
face masks, which were re- 
quired on public transport 
as of Monday. "I'm happy 
that they are controlling 


everywhere," said Carola, 
Pasqualotto, a member 
of the Imperi sport center 
where the front desk was 
checking members’ vacci- 
nation status. "| am in favor 
of mandatory vaccines for 
all." Premier Mario Draghi, 
though, has faced criti- 
cism for a related decision 
to mandate vaccinations 
for anyone 50 and over 
starting next month. Critics 
say the fine for noncompli- 
ance, which starts at 100 
euros ($113), makes the 
mandate toothless. Draghi 
is presiding over a_ press 
conference later Mon- 
day to explain the new 
measures. Italy, where the 
coronavirus outbreak first 
erupted in Europe in Feb- 
ruary 2020, has fully vacci- 
nated 86% of the over-12 
population, and nearly 75% 
of those who are eligible 
have received a booster. 
But 2 million people out of 
Italy's population of 60 mil- 
lion are currently positive, 
impacting essential — ser- 
vices. School districts have 
complained they don't 
have enough teachers 
to reopen, since so many 
are positive or in quaran- 
tine. Some train service has 
been curtailed because of 
labor shortages. Doctors’ 
associations, meanwhile, 
have said the surge is hit- 
ting Italy's hospitals hard. 
Some 16,000 COVID-19 
patients are in the hospital 
and 1,600 are in intensive 
care, but that is well short 
of the 4,000 people in in- 
tensive care units during 
the height of the first wave. 
Officials say around two- 
thirds of those now hospital- 
ized are unvaccinated.) 


By ANIRUDDHA GHOSAL 

AP Science Writer 

NEW DELHI (AP) — Health- 
care and front-line workers 
along with people above 
age 60 with health prob- 
lems lined up Monday at 
vaccination centers across 
India to receive a third 
dose as infections linked to 
the omicron variant surge. 
The doses, which India is 
calling a "precautionary" 
shot instead of a booster, 
were given as new con- 
firmed coronavirus infec- 
tions rocketed to over 
179,000 on Monday, nearly 
an eightfold increase in 
a week. Hospitalizations, 
while still relatively low, are 
also beginning to rise in 
large, crowded cities such 
as New Delhi, Mumbai and 
Kolkata. Dr. Ravindra Ku- 
mar Dewan, who heads 
the National Institute of 
Tuberculosis and Respira- 
tory Diseases in New Delhi, 
queued up for his shot. He 
said boosters are a "signifi- 
cant step" because there 
are still many unknowns 
about the omicron variant. 
"Yesterday, the mortality 
.. has increased in Delhi. 
So, whether our health 
care system will get over- 
whelmed or not is yet to be 
seen," he said. 

India is better prepared 
now than it was last year 
when the delta variant 
overwhelmed hospitals. 
When cases spiked in 
March last year, not even 
1% of its population of near- 
ly 1.4 billion was fully vacci- 
nated. India's creaky medi- 


cal_ infrastructure meant 
millions likely died. 
Since then, the govern- 


ment has bolstered health- 
care, built oxygen plants 
and added beds to hos- 
pitals. About 47% of the 
population is now fully vac- 
cinated and many have 
antibodies from previous 
infections. This may pro- 
vide "hybrid immunity" -- a 
combination of immunity 
from previous infections 
and vaccines -- compa- 
rable to boosters, said Dr. 
Chandrakant Lahariya, an 
Indian epidemiologist. 

Although the omicron vari- 
ant seems to cause less se- 
vere illness than the delta 
variant, India's massive 
population, crowded cit- 


ies, and understaffed hos- 
pitals mean that health 
systems may still become 
strained. Elections may fur- 
ther spread the more infec- 
tious variant, allowing it to 
infect vulnerable people 
that previous variants didn't 
reach. But the biggest fear 
is that hospitals will be over- 
whelmed because of sick 
medical personnel, said Dr. 
Vineeta Bal, an immunolo- 
gist at the Indian Institute of 
Science Education and Re- 
search in the city of Pune. 
"There would be beds (in 
hospitals) but no people 
to take care of individuals," 
she said. 

India's hospitals are short- 
staffed at the best of times 
and health workers are dis- 
tributed unevenly across 
states. Already, hospitals 
are becoming crippled as 
hundreds of health work- 
ers fall sick with the vari- 
ant. Federal hospitals have 
been forced to relax quar- 
antine rules and some have 
stopped routine services. 
"Every third doctor is either 
symptomatic or positive. 
There is an acute shortage 
of staff. And there is an 
acute crisis," said Dr. Anuj 
Aggarwal at New Delhi's 
Safdarjung Hospital, one of 
India's largest government 
hospitals. 

At the Rajendra Institute 
of Medical Sciences in 
Ranchi city, the capital of 
Jharkhand state, a quar- 
ter of the 800 health work- 
ers were down with mild 
infections, said Dr. Prabhat 
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India starts booster shots for vulnerable amid omicron surge 
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Kumar, in charge of COV- 
ID-19 treatment there. 

The delay in providing 
boosters could be costly, 
said Dr. T. Jacob John, 
former chief of virology at 
Christian Medical College 
in southern India. He said 
that having to administer 
third shots as a surge threat- 
ens to overwhelm hospitals 
would put an additional 
burden on health workers. 
The belated boosters are 
being given to high-risk 
groups who were among 
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the first to receive vaccines 
last year and whose immu- 
nity may be waning. Un- 
like other countries, where 
many people receive a dif- 
ferent vaccine as a boost- 
er, most Indians will receive 
the same type, in most cas- 
es the AstraZeneca vac- 
cine produced by India's 
Serum Institute, the world's 
largest vaccine maker. The 
benefits of this are 'relative- 
ly limited," and India had 
been hoping to have more 
vaccines available so_ it 


could mix the booster shots 
Lahariya said. 

"India does not have that 
kind of choice," he said. 
Serum Institute's AstraZen- 
eca vaccine accounts for 
nearly 90% of all doses that 
have been administered in 
India, even though emer- 
gency approvals have 
been given to eight vac- 
cines. 

Some Indian vaccine mak- 
ers have had manufactur- 
ing woes, while others such 
as Moderna and Johnson 
& Johnson have asked for 
protection from lawsuits 
over side effects, which In- 
dia has been reluctant to 
grant. 

India's vaccine drive has 
also been patchy. Around 
30% of the population over 
the age of 60 wasn't fully 
vaccinated as of the end 
of 2021 and vaccinations 
for those below 18, about a 
third of India's population, 
started just last week. 

The rate of vaccinations 
also varies vastly among 
states, from 75% in northern 
Himachal Pradesh state to 
31% in eastern Jharkhand 
state, among India's poor- 
est. 

"These gaps will certainly 
get exposed," said Bal, the 
immunologist.L] 


Chile starts fourth vaccine 
coronavirus cases rise 


SANTIAGO, Chile (AP) — 
Chile is implementing a 
fourth vaccination dose for 
some citizens as the num- 
ber of daily coronavirus in- 
fections rises. 

President Sebastidn Pifera 
was present on Monday 
when two adults with im- 


i 
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munosuppression problems 
received a fourth vaccina- 
tion for COVID-19 at a San- 
tiago hospital. 
Chile is applying a fourth 
dose early because the 
current daily infection rate 
of 4,000 coronavirus cas- 
es could rise to 10,000 or 


dose as 


more, Pinera said. Vacci- 
nation with a fourth dose 
for the immunosuppressed 
will end on Feb. 7. Then the 
program will turn to peo- 
ple over 55 years old who 
had a third dose at least six 
months ago. Chile, which 
has 19 million people, had 
planned to start with the 
fourth dose in February. The 
sharp increase in infections 
in neighboring Argentina, 
Bolivia and Peru contrib- 
uted to its decision to ad- 
vance the process. 

Israel approved a_ fourth 
vaccine dose for people 
most vulnerable to CO- 
VID-19, an official said on 
Dec. 30, becoming one 
of the first countries to do 
so as it braced for a wave 
of infections fueled by the 
omicron variant.) 
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ORANJESTAD - As informed 
by Aruba Airport Authority 
N.V. (AAA), the company 
that manages and oper- 


to better indicate the 3 
hour time frame between 
scheduled departure time 
and allowed check-time. 
The time frame for check- 
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sales@casadelmar-aruba.net +297-582-7000 Ext. 614 


Adaptation of check-in time for all group color codes 


Between 15:00 - 17:00 
Between 12:00 - 14:00 


ates Aeropuerto Interna- 
cional Reina Beatrix (AUA 
Airport) as of December 1, 
2021, all US departing pas- 


For check-in times, please maintain this at 3 howrs prior to scheduled departure time 
scheduled departure time is 13:00 hrs = check-in time 10:00 hrs 
scheduled departure time is 15:00 hrs = check-in time 12:00 hrs 
scheduled departure time is 17:00 hrs = check-in time 14:00 hrs 
scheduled departure time is 18:00 hrs = check-in time 15:00 hra’ 


in for the YELLOW group 
has now been adapted to 
be between 08:00 — 12:00 


sengers are allowed ac- 
cess to the check-in termi- 
nal based on groups and 
color codes for each group 
at the airport as part of the 
“Passenger Flow Control” 
for all passengers to the 
USA. 


Further adaptations have 
been made to make the 
process more agile and 


hrs (8 AM — 12 noon). The 
time frame for the BLUE 
group has also been fur- 
ther adapted to now be 
allowed to check-in be- 
tween between 12:00 and 
14:00 hrs (12 noon and 2 
PM). The ORANGE check-in 
time frame has also been 
adapted to now be be- 
tween 14:00 hrs and 16:00 
hrs (2 PM—4 PM). 


he 
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“For flights that are scheduled to depart between 17:00 hrs and 18:00 hrs, those check-in 


will close 60 to 75 minutes before the scheduled departure time. As such code 
has a check-in time frame between 14:00 hrs - 16:00 hrs (2PM - 4PM). 


t December 1, 2021 - March 12, 2022 


if fight is delayed, please maintain your scheduled departure time 


The Passenger Flow Con- 
trol concept entails that 
passenger are allowed to 
enter the check in facilities 
based on separate groups 
(Yellow, Blue and Orange) 
established by the sched- 
uled airline + =departure 
times. Passengers will thus 
receive a dedicated times- 
lot to enter the terminal as 
indicated in table below. 


This dedicated — timeslot 
is determined for visitors 
based on the information 
provided in the ED (Elec- 
tronic Disembarkation) 
Card where information on 
the departure flight will also 
have to be submitted. Resi- 
dents travelling out of Aru- 
ba to the US should take 
their scheduled departure 
time into account to deter- 


mine at what time they are 
allowed to check-in (not 
earlier than 3 hours before 
that time of departure). 


AUA Airport will have am- 
bassadors at the entry 
doors to actively control 
the time slots per passen- 
ger. Early passengers will 
have to wait outside for 
their correct time slot.) 


‘Your Point of View’ 


ORANJESTAD — Aruba Today encour- 
ages you to share your opinion with our 
readers through our newest column ‘Your 
Point of view’. 


Was there a certain situation that you 
think might have been handled differ- 
ently? Or perhaps a really nice experi- 
ence you went through? Maybe you 
want to just let our readers know how 
your overall experience was on the is- 
land while vacationing here despite the 
crisis. Let’s exchange ideas and experi- 
ences related to Aruba. 


Send us ‘Your Point of View’ with your 
name and where you are from to news@ 
arubatoday.com. 

PS. Article will be screened prior to publi- 
cation. No defamation of people or busi- 
nesses will be allowed. Only constructive 
criticism/feedback. 


For today we received a lovely quote 


He wrote: 


“The young man who works at the Calli- 
fornia Lighthouse is wonderful! He greets 
all with a smile, always willing to answer 
questions and seems to totally love his 
job! 

We've gone twice in the last two years... 
we look forward to seeing him on our 
next visit to Aruba.” L) 
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THE SHOPS 
AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 


Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 
Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more. 


Dunkin Donuts | Baskin Robbins | Fusion Piano & Wine Bar 


Earn 
DOUBLE POINTS 
all day long! 


Use your Players’ Club card 
to play our slots and we'll 


DOUBLE your points! 


Hungry Piranha | Twist of Flavors | Juan Valdez Café 
The Brownstone Ribs & Seafood | Subway 


Albambra Open daily 10am to Tam | J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 | 583.5000 | casinoalhambra.com 


Play Respomibly. Visit www. gomblersoncnymeus.org if you ce someone you know has a gambling problem. 


CASINO AND SHOPS 
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Malmok site 


NOORD — Every week we share the most interesting 
and revealing stories in our articles regarding the Aru- 
ba you love, a beautiful destination to explore while 
finding out more over amazing evenis that will enlight- 
en and spice up your vacation. 


In the proses of discovering the islands landscapes and 
topography you will reach Malmok area, which offers 
a perfect and relaxing coast line and beaches. During 
your drive around you will probably notice and differ- 
entiate three basic geological formations: one is a hilly 
part; second an undulating part and a third part con- 
sisting of limestone which embraces these two zones 
and forming also the coast line. 

The picture shows you how calm and peaceful you 
can swim in the Malmok area. Now for those who 
wants to know more about this beautiful and archaic 
site. There is a Malmok Paleo Lithic cemetery. This Stone 
Age site is situated at a distance of 200 meters south 
and 300 meters north of the sea parallel to the former 
Salina or salt-lake. The site shares its sandy subsoil with 
the salt-lake. This limestone is part of the Lower terrace 
formation, formed during a period of a rising sea level. 
Most commonly forms in clear, warm, shallow marine 
waters. It is usually an organic sedimentary rock that 
forms from the accumulation of shell, coral, algae Etc. 
Most of the area in the Malmok site is flat terrain near 
the Salina. However some of dunes exist in the west- 
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ern part of the site. Rock markings and 
Turtle shell covered graves were found 
in the dunes slightly above the plain. 
This means that the dunes were already 
present in the period at the burial ac- 
tivities took Malmok place. The graves in 
their relations ship to the present surface 
suggest that the surface was essentially 
the same in prehistory as it is today. 

The Neo Lithic agro ceramic tribes also 
occupied this abundant and resource 
full area, which marine supply must have 
sustain their peaceful existence. Rela- 
tives buried their dead’s in the ground 
near their settlement some with special 
gifts as social status distinctions in their 
grave. However others were found with 
seeds to be planted in the afterlife while 
a few with any traceable gifts at alll. 
During rituals corpse where first buried 
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in the ground, after a several months or 
even years, the bones were excavated, 
cleaned with meticulous care. These 
skeletal remains subsequently obtain 
their permanent resting place in a fairly 
small urn or vessel. Natives gave great 
care and devotion to their dead’s. So 
you must imagine that people since 
thousands of years where very grate- 
ful to have enjoyed the pleasure of this 
paradiciatic island for its clear, calm 
and generous nature. CL) 


Did you say that you love Aruba its origins 
and cultural heritage? Than this private en- 
counter with our columnist anthropologist is 
just as you. Sessions created in a gorgeous 
setting for visitor with special interests. Ap- 
pointment is required. etnianativa03@gmail. 
com or Whatsapp us 297 592 2702 for a pri- 
vate reservation. 
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Bohemian Restaurant & Bar, The Story: 
French Nomads in Culinary Avant-Garde 


Like nomads travel from place to 
place to find fresh pasture for their 
livestock, the Nataf family -father 
Victor with sons David and Greg- 
ory - faithfully followed their nose 
for good food. As young boys, they 
indulged in their grandparent’s 
culinary joie-de-vivre in the South 
of France. Tickled by the paletie 
of excellent dishes prepared in 
their mid-seventies’ restaurant in 
the Alps of France and filled with 
exquisite taste of their other res- 
taurants in the beautiful island of 
Porquerolles near St Tropez that 


made it to a ranking of 13/20 in the 
Gault Millau restaurant grading. To 
the Natafs, food is a bohemian ex- 
perience_ unconventional, eclec- 
tic and off the beaten track. Wel- 
come to Bohemian Aruba! 


A Grande entrée through a huge, 
wooden, Moroccan-style door 
takes you into a foodies Garden 
of Eden. Big trees stand tall and 
proudly, lit with hanging lanterns 
creating a green and romantic lush 
paradise. There’s a playful setting 
of different-styled tables, including 


seating under a Colombian Rattan 
tipi tent, complete the feel of let 
go alias laissez-faire. The cool bar 
blinks to New York loft style, think 
industrial bold. Waiters with hip sus- 
penders and berets add a hint of 
French flair while lounge music fills 
the air. The décor is designed by 
David himself. 


David Nataf - Owner 

“Thoughts of finger licking dishes fill 
my mind thinking of my youth. The 
smell of fresh-baked croissants and 
chocolate bread hand made by 
my uncle’s brother in law’s father 
“the baker’. The restaurant's kitch- 
en fridge stuffed with the most ex- 
quisite dishes that my brother and 
| consumed secretly after a night 
out to the frustration of the chef. 
We were young boys eating away 
the night with foie gras and loup 
de mer local branzino.” 

Tongue melting fondue and ra- 
clette, wood oven pizzas with fresh 
Emmentaler cheese and hand- 
picked champignons founded his 
foodie character. Add this to the 
time he spent at the grandparents’ 
house in the vineyards with fruits, 
veggies, poultry, and game within 
hand’s reach. What was missing 
was bought at the weekly farmers 
market. “I grew up with the farm- 
to-table concept.” 


Le Magic 

The family magic is translated 
through David into Bohemian. 
Starters like Vitello Tonnato, le Cevi- 
che, homemade Foie Gras Terrine 
or Escargots “A la Bourguignonne” 
tickle your taste buds. For entrees 
Whole Shrimps Flambe with Co- 
gnac, Grilled 100z Angus Rib Eye 
Steak “Maitre d’Hétel” or Braised 
Lamb Shank ignite passion in your 
soul. Spicy Moroccan Mahi-Mahi 
Kebab with chickpea hummus and 
ratatouille crumble, Paella made 
with their own fish broth filled with 
chicken seafood and chorizo are 
other culinary delights but there is 
much more. Wines are imported 
directly from France regions, as is 
the champagne. Italian, Spanish, 
American and Australian choices 


7 . 
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complete the list. 


Raving reviews on a continuous 
basis prove that Bohemian has got 
it! Every Wednesday there is Live 
Flamenco with Angela Croes, on 
Thursdays you will enjoy the beau- 
tiful live sounds of Angela’s violin 
and on Friday's and Saturday's go 
with the beat of electro lounge. 
Live salsa music can be enjoyed 
on Sunday’s. 


“Join our gypsy experience, travel 
with taste” 


For reservations call +297 280 8448 
or mail reservations@bohemiana- 
ruba.com or book through the 
website bohemainaruba.com.L) 
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Grand Theft Auto maker buys FarmVille company in $12.7B deal 


By MICHELLE CHAPMAN 

AP Business Writer 
Take-Two Interactive, mak- 
er of "Grand Theft Auto" 
and "Red Dead Redemp- 
tion," is buying Zynga, mak- 
er of "Farmville" and "Words 
With Friends," in a cash- 
and-stock deal valued at 
about $12.7 billion. 

The acquisition announced 
Monday would wed a pow- 
erhouse in console gaming, 
Take-Two, with a mobile 
gaming company with an 
almost cult-like following. 
Zynga shareholders will re- 
ceive $3.50 in cash and 
$6.36 in shares of Take-Two 
common stock for each 
share of Zynga outstanding 
stock at closing. The trans- 
action is valued at $9.86 
per share of Zynga com- 
mon stock. 

"This strategic Combination 
brings together our best-in- 
class console and PC fran- 
chises, with a market-lead- 
ing, diversified mobile pub- 
lishing platform that has a 


rich history of innovation 
and _ creativity," Take-Two 
Chairman and CEO Strauss 
Zelnick said in a prepared 
statement. He will retain 
those roles when the com- 
panies become one. 


Take-Two anticipates the 
deal will help bring about 
mobile versions of some of 
its console and personal 
computer based games. 

Take-Two said Monday it 
anticipates approximately 
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$100 million in annual cost 
savings within the first two 
years after the transaction 
is complete. 

Zynga CEO Frank Gibeau 
and its president of publish- 
ing, Bernard Kim, will over- 


see the integration and 
day-to-day operations of 
the combined Zynga and 
T2 Mobile Games business, 
which will operate under 
the Zynga brand as its own 
label within the Take-Two. 
Take-Two will also expand 
its board to 10 members 
upon closing, adding two 
members from  Zynga's 
board. 

The transaction includes a 
go-shop provision, giving 
Zynga 45 days to hear al- 
ternative proposals. 

The deal is expected to 
close during the first quar- 
ter of Take-Two's fiscal 2023, 
ending June 30. It still needs 
approval of both Take-Two 
and Zynga stockholders. It 
has received approval from 
both companies' boards. 
Shares of Zynga Inc., based 
in San Francisco, jumped 


52.5% to $9.15. Shares 
of Take-Two | Interactive 
Software, Inc., based in 


New York City, fell 8.7% to 
$150.25...) 


Incoming CEO at Southwest Air faces numerous challenges 


By DAVID KOENIG 

AP Airlines Writer 

DALLAS (AP) — Robert Jor- 
dan will inherit a long list 
of challenges when he 
becomes the sixth CEO of 
Southwest Airlines, which is 
struggling to recover from a 
pandemic that battered its 
finances and left it a much 
smaller company. 
Southwest had never lost 
money over an entire year 
in its half-century history un- 
til 2020, when it lost $3 bil- 
lion. The Dallas-based car- 
rier is likely to have finished 
2021 in the black — it will re- 
port results later this month 
— thanks to more than $1.1 
billion in federal pandemic 
relief. 

After thousands of employ- 
ees left in 2020, staffing 
shortages contributed to 
high numbers of canceled 
and delayed flights on 
Southwest last summer and 
again in October. The air- 
line is now ona hiring spree 
to catch up. 

Jordan joined Southwest 
in 1988 and rose through a 
series of finance and strat- 
egy jobs, including over- 
seeing the $1.4 billion ac- 
quisition of Airlran Airways 
in 2011. In June, Southwest 


announced that Jordan 
would succeed Gary Kelly, 
who is retiring as CEO on 
Feb. 1 after 17 years lead- 
ing the airline. 

Jordan talked to The As- 
sociated Press shortly be- 
fore Christmas about those 
flight disruptions, whether 
Southwest will charge for 
checking bags, and what 
kind of legacy he wants to 
leave. The comments have 
been edited for length. 

Q. You've got your work cut 
out for you. What are you 
going to focus on first? 

A. The company is not bro- 
ken, but ... | think there are 
some things that we can 
do to - I've used the word 
modernize. | don't know if 
that's a good word or not 
because it's not like we're 
behind, but | do think we 
need to work on, for ex- 
ample, our operational 
tools. | don't know that (em- 
ployees) have all the tools 
to manage the complex 
company that we are. 

Q. Do you mean the way 
that you reschedule pas- 
sengers and crews? 

A. It could be a whole va- 
riety of things. When you're 
in irregular operations (such 
as cancellations and de- 


lays caused by weather or 
other factors), I've got air- 
craft out of place and cus- 
tomers out of place, and 
this aircraft needs to end 
up in that maintenance 
base. There are probably 
tools that we can use to 
more quickly notice prob- 
lems and provide solutions. 
Q. What else? 

A. | think we have a ter- 
rific Customer experience. 
But (I) think about things 
like, is our Wi-Fi as reliable 
as it needs to be? I'm not 
sure that it is. Do we need 
to think about things like 
whether power (outlets for 
passengers) on the aircraft 
are important? Can you do 
everything that you need 
to do as a customer to self- 
serve for yourself on your 
phone? Am | going to dras- 
tically change the airline? | 
don't think so, but | do think 
that there are areas that 
we can improve. 

Q. What about bag fees, 
change fees and your 
open-seating system? Any 
changes coming? 

A. No. We're known for do- 
ing things that make sense 
for our customers. No bag 
fees, no change fees make 
perfect sense. It's very hard 


a 


for me to imagine that we 
would go to assigned seat- 
ing. There is absolutely no 
work on rethinking any of 
those things. But | do put 
(assigned seating) sort of in 
the never-say-never buck- 
et. 

Q. You are hiring. How long 
until you're fully staffed? 

A. We were hiring about 
5,000 this fall, and if you 
remember, we had about 
5,000 that took early retire- 
ment (in 2020 and 2021), so 
we're making really good 
progress. It is harder than 
normal. We get plenty of 
applications, we just don't 
get as many applications 
for open jobs as we used 
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to. We're hiring even more 
in 2022, which is why | sus- 
pect it takes into the sum- 
mer to get caught up here. 
Q. What's happening to 
wages? 

A. The market for wages 
is moved and it feels like 
i's continuing to move. 
| don't know if there is a 
such thing as a minimum 
wage anymore because 
there is a market wage. It 
feels like $15 (an hour) has 
become $18 and $18 may 
(become) $20. It's hard to 
know is when you equalize 
and when that stops. | think 
you're going to continue 
to see wage pressure for a 
while.) 
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Bob Saget, beloved TV dad of ‘Full 
House,’ dead at 65 


CROSSWORD 
By THOMAS JOSEPH 
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YIFW AY BS LONUIBPQU iy 
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— ASWO CSFGU 

Yesterday's Cryptoquote: WE ERACT MANY 
LAWS THAT MANUFACTURE CRIMINALS. AND 
THEN THE FEW THAT PUNISH THEM. — ALLEN 
TUCKER 


By LYNN ELBER 

AP Television Writer 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Bob 
Saget, the actor-come- 
dian known for his role as 
beloved single dad Danny 
Tanner on the sitcom "Full 
House" and as the wise- 
cracking host of "America's 
Funniest Home Videos," 
died while on a stand-up 
tour. He was 65. 

Deputies in Orange Coun- 
ty, Florida, were called 
Sunday about an "unre- 
sponsive man" in a hotel 
room at the Ritz-Carlton in 
Orlando and found Saget 
dead, according to a sher- 
iffs statement on Twitter. 
Detectives found "no signs 
of foul play or drug use in 
this case." 

Saget was in Florida as part 
of his "| Don't Do Negative 
Comedy Tour." After warm 
audience receptions to his 
gigs Friday in Orlando and 
Saturday in the Ponte Ve- 
dra Beach resort area, he 
celebrated online. 

"I'm back in comedy like | 
was when | was 26. | guess 
I'm finding my new voice 
and loving every moment 
of it," he posted Saturday 
on Instagram. 

Fellow comedians and 
friends praised Saget not 
only for his wit, but his kind- 
ness. 

"lam broken. | am gutted. 
lam in complete and ut- 
ter shock. | will never ever 
have another friend like 
him," wrote John Stamos, 


WTI 


emmy 


who co-starred with Saget 
on "Full House." "| love you 
so much Bobby." 

"| have no words. Bob was 
one of the best humans be- 
ings I've ever known in my 
life. | loved him so much," 
said Candace Cameron 
Bure, who played Saget's 
daughter on "Full House." 
"In often a ruthless business 
he was historically not just 
hilarious but more impor- 
tantly one of the kindest 
human beings | ever met in 
my career," actor Richard 
Lewis wrote on Twitter. 

In a statement Sunday, 
Saget's family members 
said they are "devastated 
to confirm that our beloved 
Bob passed away today.... 
Though we ask for privacy 
at this time, we invite you to 
join us in remembering the 
love and laughter that Bob 
brought to the world." 
Saget the stand-up showed 
his flip side with what be- 
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came a much-talked- 
about cameo in the 2005 
documentary 'The Aristo- 
crats' — in which 100 com- 
ics riffed on the world's dirti- 
est joke — that revealed his 
notoriously filthy sense of 
humor. 

Raunchy comedy wasn't 
part of his long-running net- 
work TV shows. He hosted 
the family friendly "Ameri- 
ca's Funniest Home Videos" 
and played the squeaky 
clean widower and dad 
to three young girls on "Full 
House," the ABC sitcom 
that also brought fame to 
Olsen twins Mary-Kate and 
Ashley when it debuted in 
1987. 

"Bob was the most loving, 
compassionate and gen- 
erous man. We are deeply 
saddened that he is no 
longer with us but know 
that he will continue to be 
by our side to guide us as 
gracefully as he always 
has," the Olsens said in a 
joint statement. 

The show's popularity didn't 
deter critics, some. calll- 
ing it cheesy and others 
deeming it unreal. Saget, 
as amiable and droll in an 
interview as he was on TV 
screens, took the brickbats 
in stride. 

"Full House’ was a_ lov- 
ing kind of show but obvi- 
ously over the top. It had 
its heightened reality, a 
glossy Willy Wonka quality 
to it," he told The Associ- 
ated Press in a 2001 inter- 
view. 

That year, Saget took an- 
other pass at playing a 
widowed dad with win- 
some kids on the short-lived 
sitcom "Raising Dad."L) 
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Classifieds 


HTTA 

Are you Serios about selling 
Your Time - Share or Condo ? 
Contact: Halley Time Travel 
Aruba 

36 Yeaes doing honest business 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Divi Village 

Eagle Beach 

Studio WK# 1 room # 8201 
19 weeks remain $ 7 K 
Studio WK #1 room # 3101 
31 weeks remain $7 K 
Studio WK # 4 room # 8203 
31 weeks remain 

Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Divi Village Golf 

Eagle Beach 

2 BR WK #1,2,3 room # 
2308/2309 

25 weeks remain on each 
Price :$17 K each 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Divi Village Golf 

Eagle beach 

1 BR WK # 3,4,5 room #4226 
25 weeks remain $9 K each 

2 BR WK 4 room # 2359/2360 
25 weeks remain $17 K 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Divi Village Golf 

Eagle beach 

2 BR WK # 3 room # 4215/4216 
23 weeks remain $17 K 

1 BR WK # 5 room # 2321 

30 weeks remain $ 9 K 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Divi Village 

Eagle beach 

Studio WK # 5 room # 8105 
15 weeks remain $ 7 K 
Studio WK # 6 room # 6202 
16 weeks remain $ 7 K 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

La Cabana Beach and Casino 
Eagle Beach 

1 BR WK # 7 room # 338 C 
Pool/ Ocean View 

Saturday check in 

Price: $11K 

Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Eagle resort 

Eagle beach 

1 BR WK # 2 room # 2579 

1 BR WK # 3 and 4 room # 3556 
Price :$8 K each 

2 BR WK # 2,3,4 room # 3508 
Price : $18 K each 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Eagle Resort 

Eagle Beach 

3 BR WK 5 and 6 room # 1550 
Ground floor next pool 

Price :$ 20 K each 

Call:01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Renaissance Ocean Suites 
Private Islands 

1 BR WK 1 room # 2522 
Harbor / Ocean view 

Price :$10K 

Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Marriott Surf Club 

Palm beach 

Platinum 

2 BR Garden View $ 16 K 
2 BR Ocean View $17 K 
2 BR Ocean Side $18K 
2 BR Ocean Front $ 25 K 
3 BR Ocean View $ 28K 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
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HTTA 

Marriott Ocean Club 
Palm Beach 

Platinum 

1 BR Ocean View $ 11K 

1 BR Ocean Front $ 13K 
2 BR Ocean View $ 18 K 
2 BR Ocean Front $ 28 K 
Call:01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Condo at TDS 

Tierra Del Sol 

Comunity gate 

3 BR 2 1/2 bath 

Ocean view with garage 
Price :450 K 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Condo at Gold Coast 
Comunity gate 

2 BR 2 Bath $280 K 

3 BR 3 Bath $480 K 


2 BR 2 Bath with pool $385 K 


Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

House for sale 

Spaans lagoon 

2 BR 2 Bath Ocean View 
5 min walk to the ocean 
Price : $327 K 

Call :01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

House for sale Fixer upper 
Savaneta near Zee rover 

4 BR, 3 Bath ocean view 
1330mz2 lease land 

5 min walk to the ocean 
Price :$280 K 

Call:01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
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HTTA 
For Rent 
Divi Village Golf 
2 bedroom sleep 8 
Date :14 Jan to 21 Jan 2021 
Price : $ 1800 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
214944 


For Sale 
Divi Village 
pool and ocean view, 
Deluxe studios, sleep 4 
Week 4- unit 7306 $9000 
Week 6- unit 7205 $7000 
Call 646 541 8726 USA 
Idankberg@nyc.rr.com 
214942 


Casa del Mar 2BR/2B 
Week 2/1113 (17k); 
Week 5/1315 (19k); 
Week 8/1113 (18k); 
Week 8/1409 (18k); 
Week 9/1218 (16k); 
Week 10/1207 (16k) 
Week 13/1509 (13k) 
Week 14/1308 (13k); 
Week 15/1217 (10k) 
CDMOwner@gmail.com 
U.S. Cell: (860)992-3890 


214832 
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HEALTH 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 
Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Trupiaal Tel. 583 8560 
San Nicolas: 

San Lucas Tel. 584 5119 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 

Police 100 
Oranjestad 527 3140 
Noord 527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 527 2900 
San Nicolas 584 5000 
Police Tipline 11141 
[Ambulancia 911 

Fire Dept. 115 

Red Cross 582 2219 
TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 


Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 


IA1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 
TRAVEL INFO 

Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
Jet Blue 588 2244 
Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Icoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


Centre for Diabetes 
|Tel. 524 8888 


Child Abuse Prevention 
\Tel. 582 4433 


(Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 
Phone Directory Tel. 118 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 
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This year, resolve to leave no gift card unused 


By LIZ WESTON of 
NerdWallet 

Years ago, a friend who 
needed cash sold me a 
$100 Nordstrom gift card. | 
wish | knew where the heck 
| put it. Giff cards are a pop- 
ular holiday solution, espe- 
cially recently, as supply 
chain disruptions and ship- 
ping delays have made gift 
buying more challenging. 
Most giff cards are spent 
within a year, but billions of 
dollars remain unspent and 
about 1% to 2% of gift card 
dollars typically go unused, 
according to Amy Dunck- 
elmann, vice president of 
research operations — for 
Mercator Advisory Group, 
a global payments con- 
sultant. This year, my New 
Year's resolution is to find 
and deploy every single gift 
card lurking in our house- 
hold by Jan. 15, which is 
this year's National Use Your 
Gift Card Day . For help, | 
turned to two gift card ex- 
perts who offered sugges- 
tions on how to keep track 
of cards and use them to 
the best advantage. 

MAKE A PLAN FOR THE 
CARDS YOU WON'T USE 


Gift cards come in two fla- 
vors: those you'll use and 
those you won't. If a gift 
card isn't right for you, ask 
yourself who might be a 
better fit, says Tracy Tilson 
, founder of UseYourGift- 
Card.com and the creator 
of National Use Your Gift 
Card Day. 

You could regift it to a 
friend or neighbor, donate 
to a charity or hand it to a 
first resoonder as a thank 
you for their hard work dur- 
ing the pandemic, Tilson 
suggests. 

"It's a good way to create 
some goodwill if you're not 
going to use them," Tilson 
says. 

You might sell the card 
to someone you know or 
trade it for one of their un- 
wanted cards. Giff cards 
can be sold or swapped 
online but scams abound. 
Buyers may ask you to read 
off the card numbers to "en- 
sure the card is legit" and 
disappear with the card's 
value once you do. Or the 
card you get in a swap 
may be phony or already 
used. Avoid private-party 
sales to strangers, such as 


those on Craigslist or Face- 
book. If you want to use an 
online site, make sure it has 
a post-transaction money- 
back guarantee. 

SET REMINDERS FOR THE 
CARDS YOU WANT TO USE 

If you're planning to use a 
card, employ your phone 
and a calendar to help 
keep track, says Shelley 
Hunter, spokeswoman for 
GiftCards.com, an online 
provider of gift cards. Hunt- 
er keeps a running list of her 
cards on her phone and 
makes a note on her cal- 
endar when she plans to 
use one. "On Saturday, I'm 
probably going to go out 
to lunch with my boys, so 
| will put on the calendar, 
‘Lunch with boys. Use Pane- 
ra gift card," Hunter says. 
Even if you don't have a 
specific plan for a card, 
consider putting a "use by" 
date on your calendar so 
you don't forget it, Tilson 
says. 

Hunter also recommends 
treating cards like cash. If 
you got a $20 bill as a gift, 
you'd probably put it into 
your wallet right away, 
Hunter notes. Consider do- 


ing the same with gift cards 
you plan to use. 

"| put them next to the deb- 
it or credit card that | use 
most often," she says. 

Tilson agrees. If she puts gift 
cards elsewhere in her wal- 
let or purse, "l forget about 
them." 

KEEP EXPIRATION RULES IN 
MIND 

How much time you have 
to use your gift cards may 
depend on where you live 
and the type of card. 
Under the federal Credit 
Card Accountability Re- 
sponsibility and Disclosure 
Act of 2009, gift cards can't 
expire for five years al- 
though issuers can charge 
inactivity fees if the card 
hasn't been used within 12 
months. 

Some states have addition- 
al rules. Where | live in Calli- 
fornia, store gift certificates 
and gift cards can't expire. 
Inactivity fees are mostly 
forbidden and _ balances 
below $10 can be re- 
deemed for cash. The law 
doesn't apply to general- 
use giff cards, however, if 
the expiration date is print- 
ed on the card. (General- 
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use cards include gift cards 
issued by Visa, Mastercard, 
Discover and American 
Express that can be used 
wherever those brands are 
accepted.) 

You can find other states' 
rules by searching the Na- 
tional Conference of State 


Legislatures ' site for ‘gift 
card." 
In general, though, the 


quicker you use your cards, 
the better. You're less likely 
to forget about them and 
more likely to enjoy the val- 
ue the giver wanted you to 
have.l) 


Pope on COVID vaccines says health care a ‘moral obligation’ 


By NICOLE WINFIELD 
Associated Press 
ROME (AP) — Pope Francis 


suggested Monday that 
getting vaccinated against 
the coronavirus was a 
"moral obligation" and de- 
nounced how people had 
been swayed by "baseless 
information" to refuse one 
of the most effective mea- 
sures to save lives during 
the pandemic. 

Francis used some of his 
strongest words yet calll- 
ing for people to get vac- 


= 
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cinated in a speech to 
ambassadors accredited 
to the Holy See, an annual 
event in which he sets out 
the Vatican's foreign policy 
goals for the year. 

Francis, 85, has generally 
shied away from speaking 
about vaccination as a 
"moral obligation," though 
his COVID-19 advisors have 
referred to it as a "moral re- 
sponsibility." Rather, Francis 
has termed vaccination as 
"an act of love" and that 
refusing to get inoculated 


was "suicidal." On Monday 
he went a step further, say- 
ing that individuals had a 
responsibility to care for 
themselves "and this trans- 
lates into respect for the 
health of those around us. 
Health care is a moral obli- 
gation," he asserted. He la- 
mented that, increasingly, 
ideological divides were 
discouraging people from 
getting vaccinated. "Fre- 
quently people let them- 
selves be influenced by the 
ideology of the moment, 
often bolstered by baseless 
information or poorly docu- 
mented facts," he said, call- 
ing for the adoption of a 
"reality therapy" to correct 
this distortion. "Vaccines 
are not a magical means 
of healing, yet surely they 
represent, in addition to 
other treatments that need 
to be developed, the most 
reasonable solution for the 
prevention of the disease,” 
he added. Some Catho- 
lics, including some con- 
servative U.S. bishops and 


cardinals, have claimed 
that vaccines based on re- 
search that used cells de- 
rived from aborted fetuses 
were immoral, and have 
refused to get the jabs. 

The Vatican's doctrine of- 
fice, however, has said it 
is "morally acceptable" for 
Catholics to receive CO- 
VID-19 vaccines based on 
research that used cells de- 
rived from aborted fetuses. 
Francis and Emeritus Pope 
Benedict XVI have been 
fully vaccinated with Pfizer- 
BioNTech shots. 

Francis repeated his call 
for universal access to the 
shots, particularly in the 
parts of the world with low 
vaccination rates, and 
called for revisions to pat- 
ent rules so that poorer 
countries can develop their 
own vaccines. 

"It is appropriate that insti- 
tutions such as the World 
Trade Organization and 
the World Intellectual Prop- 
erty Organization adapt 
their legal instruments lest 


monopolistic rules consti- 
tute further obstacles to 
production and to an or- 
ganized and consistent ac- 
cess to health care on a 
global level," he said. 
Francis delivered the 
speech to a much smaller 
group of diplomats than 
usual, and skipped the part 
of the audience that am- 
bassadors relish: a chance 
to greet him personally and 
exchange a few words. 
The restrictions were clearly 
a response to the expo- 
nential rise in coronavirus 
cases in Italy. On other top- 
ics, Francis lamented Syria's 
devastation, calling for 
"political and constitutional 
reforms" so the country can 
be "reborn," and urged that 
any sanctions avoid target- 
ing civilians. He didn't single 
Russia out by name but 
called for "acceptable and 
lasting solutions" for Ukraine 
and the southern Caucasus 
inspired by "reciprocal trust 
and readiness to engage in 
calm discussion." L) 


By TIM REYNOLDS 

AP Sports Writer 

At the last Olympics, Kaillie 
Humphries was Canadian 
and women's bobsledders 
had just one chance to win 
medals. 

A few things have changed 
over the last four years. 
Humphries holds Ameri- 
can citizenship now, and 
she'll be Competing in two 
events — not one — at the 
Beijing Games in February, 
with this set to become the 
first Olympics where mono- 
bob is included in the med- 
al program. And the three- 
time medalist is looking for 
more. 

"The sole focus is on Febru- 
ary," Humphries said. 

With good reason. Olympic 
gold is what drives her, and 
most bobsledders, like noth- 
ing else. The longtime star 
of the Canadian bobsled 
team began sliding for the 
Americans three seasons 
ago, needing a lengthy le- 
gal and administrative fight 
just to get a U.S. passport in 
time to compete in these 
Olympics. She got it, with 
just a few weeks fo spare. 
Now, she has a chance 
at double medals. The 
women have their custom- 
ary two-person event, plus 
monobob — just a driver in 
the sled, no brakeman — is 
a huge chance for some of 
the best pilots in the world 
to enhance their Olympic 
legacies. Humphries is the 
reigning world champion 


and fellow U.S. driver Elana 
Meyers Taylor has been ar- 
guably the best monobob- 
ber in the world this season. 
But here's more proof that 
it's all about Beijing: Mey- 
ers Taylor — also a three- 
time Olympic medalist, one 
of those coming as a push 
athlete — skipped a mono- 
bob race a few weeks ago, 
thinking more about long- 
term goals than short-term 
gains. 

"| really need to preserve 
my body, and! know | have 
to take it easy sometimes," 
Meyers Taylor said. 

It'll be the usual suspects 
who enter the Beijing 


Games as medal favorites. 
The U.S. could get as many 
as four of the six medals 
awarded in women's races. 
And on the men's side, 
it's all about Germany — 
which means it's all about 
Francesco Friedrich. 

The double-gold winner 
froom the Pyeongchang 
Games — he shared the 
two-man title there with 
Canada's Justin Kripps — is 
the overwhelming favorite 
to win double gold again 
at these Olympics. Nobody 
has ever swept both men's 
events in back-to-back 
Olympics; Germany's An- 
dre Lange came closest, 
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winning four-man golds in 
2002 and 2006, plus two- 
man golds in 2006 and 
2010. 

His dominance has been 
unmatched in the sport's 
history: seven consecu- 
tive world championships 
in two-man, four consecu- 
tive world championships 
in four-man, and since the 
Pyeongchang Games he's 
won an absurd 82% of his 
international races. 

A three-week training stint 
in China this fall showed 
Friedrich what he has to 
do there to be successful 
in February, and his confi- 
dence is high. 


"We feel great," Friedrich 
said. "We had a good time 
there, three weeks. We 
know the track. We only 
have to learn the Olympic 
village. But | think it's all in 
good shape for the Olym- 
pics." 

LOOKING FOR SIX 

The U.S. bobsled team is 
seeking to win a medal 
for the sixth consecutive 
Olympics, and frankly, it'd 
be a complete disaster if 
the Americans didn't get 
at least one. A medal in six 
games in a row would tie 
the longest such streak in 
U.S. Olympic bobsled _his- 
tory; it also happened in six 
straight from 1928 through 
1956. Switzerland has the 
record for medal streaks in 
bobsled, winning one in 11 
consecutive Olympics from 
1968 through 2006. 

MIND THE GAP 

Britain has only five Olym- 
pic bobsled medals and 
hasn't had an_ on-track 
medal celebration since 
1998; the four-man medal 
won in 2014 was awarded 
years later after the British 
were promoted to bronze 
following the disqualifica- 
tion of Russian sleds in a 
doping scandal. But Brad 
Hall — Bobsleigh Brad, he 
goes by on social media — 
has been a contender just 
about every week in World 
Cup races this season, and 
he looks like a legit chal- 
lenger in both two- and 
four-man for Beijing.) 


From north to east, NFL firings begin on 
day after finales 


By BARRY WILNER 

AP Pro Football Writer 

From the NFC North to the 
AFC East, the firings began 
almost immediately after 
the NFL's first 17-game sea- 
son concluded. 

The Vikings fired coach 
Mike Zimmer and general 
manager Rick Spielman on 
Monday following an 8-9 
season. Division rival Chica- 
go parted with coach Matt 
Nagy and GM Ryan Pace 
after going 6-11. 

And in a relative surprise, 
Miami dismissed coach 
Brian Flores, whose Dol- 
phins went 9-8, including 
a sweep of archrival New 


England. 

Indeed, the career coach- 
ing records for each total 
130-112-1. 

Yet, while in South Florida 
the Dolphins seemed to be 
overachievers with a mod- 
est roster, both the Vikings 
and Bears were major dis- 
appointments this season. 
As were the New York Gi- 
ants (4-13), and general 
manager Dave Gettleman 
retired Monday, though 
he likely would have been 
fired otherwise. 

One major problem for 
Minnesota and Chicago 
resides in neighboring Wis- 
consin: the Packers. While 


Green Bay is an NFL power 
and perennial champion- 
ship contender, the Vikings 
and Bears have done more 
teasing than triumphant. 
"We are determined to 
have sustained success 
and bring Vikings fans the 
Super Bowl championships 
they expect and deserve," 
owners Zygi and Mark Wilf 
said in their statement after 
letting go of Zimmer and 
Spielman. 

Zimmer was 7-8-1 against 
the Packers, which isn't bad 
considering how Green 
Bay has performed in re- 
cent years. If was simply 
not close to good enough 


in that division. 

The Bears under Nagy were 
1-7 against the Pack in the 
longest running rivalry in pro 
football. Nagy, the 2018 
Coach of the Year, simply 
was following the path of 
his predecessors: Chica- 
go's past six head coaches 
have had a losing record 
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against Green Bay. 

There also has been no evi- 
dent progress at quarter- 
back in Chicago, and the 
defense has taken a step 
backward. The 2018 Khalil 
Mack trade, Pace's big- 
gest move with the Bears, 
began well and now looks 
unproductive.) 
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Tomlin’s leadership guides 


By WILL GRAVES 

AP Sports Writer 
PITTSBURGH (AP) — It souna- 
ed like wishful thinking at 
best. A throwaway line at 
worst for a coach bracing 
himself for imminent disap- 
pointment. 

"I'm capable of talking my- 
self in(to) anything," Mike 
Tomlin said last week when 
asked about the seemingly 
unlikely series of events the 
Pittsburgh Steelers needed 
to unfold if they wanted to 
navigate their way to the 
playoffs. Yet what could 
have come off as naive 
or trite instead provided a 
glimpse into Tomlin's relent- 
less tunnel vision, the kind 
that's helped him guide the 
Steelers (9-7-1) to their 10th 
— and by far most unlikely 
— postseason appearance 
during his 15 years on the 
sideline. Over the past four 
months, through _ injuries, 
uncharacteristically lop- 
sided losses and a series 
of wins whose only saving 
grace was the final score 
— oh and that comical tie 
with Detroit — Tomlin's mes- 
sage has not changed. 
Down 29 at the half to 
Minnesota? Keep going. 


Steamrolled by Cincinnati 
... twice? Keep going. De- 
stroyed in Kansas City the 
day after Christmas? Keep 
going. 

By comparison, needing a 
win in Baltimore in the reg- 
ular-season finale, a loss by 
Indianapolis to a team so 
bad fans came dressed up 
as clowns and the game 
between the Chargers and 
Raiders to not end in a tie 
— which it nearly did — 
seemed doable. 

"Whether we were winning 
or losing, whether we were 
up or down, it was always 
the same attitude, and 
that's hard to find," said 
wide receiver Ray-Ray Mc- 
Cloud, who has stunningly 
morphed from a punt re- 
turn specialist to one of 
quarterback Ben Roethlis- 
berger's favorite options. 
"You never change your 
ways. You know you've just 
got to win." 

Something the Steelers 
somehow managed to do 
nine times this season — the 
15th straight non-losing sea- 
son under Tomlin's watch, 
the longest by a coach to 
start a career in NFL history 
— despite finishing in the 


COVID-19 


Testing Center 


NAAT (Abott ID): 


Result in 30 minutes! 


PCR / Antigen Test 
SAME DAY RESULT? | 


bottom third of the league 
in every major statistical 
category. Well, except for 
the most important one. 

"| do think it shows some- 
thing about this team, that 
you can continue to fight 
and never give up," Roeth- 
lisberger said. 

It's a mindset that's served 
as the backbone of Tom- 
lin's philosophy since the 
day he replaced Bill Cow- 
her in January 2007. He was 
34 at the time and largely 
anonymous. Going on two 
decades later, Tomiin's 
steadfastness keeps his 
team calm and tends to 
rattle opposing coaches. 
How else to explain Cleve- 
land and Tennessee — two 
of the best running teams 
in the NFL — turning to their 
quarterbacks instead when 
facing the worst rush de- 
fense in the league? 

The Titans turned it over 
four times and lost despite 
allowing just 168 yards. The 
Browns seemed to forget 
they had Nick Chubb and 
tried to let Baker Mayfield 
beat the Steelers instead. It 
didn't work either time. 

If any of those three games 
go the other way, Pitts- 
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burgh's season is over. 
If the Detroit Lions have 
their regular kicker instead 
of the backup punter at- 
tempting an overtime field 
goal during that strange tie 
in November, Pittsburgh's 
season is over. If Baltimore 
coach John Harbaugh 
opts for overtime instead of 
going for 2 and the win dur- 
ing the rivals’ first meeting 
in December, Pittsburgh's 
season is (maybe) over. 

It's not. The Steelers, with 
their minus-55 point differ- 
ential, an offense that sput- 
ters far more often than it 
shines, a defense that has 
T.J. Watt, Cam Heyward, 
Minkah — Fitzpatrick and 
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Steelers to unlikely playoff spot 
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seemingly not much else, 
play on. Their reward is a 
trip to visit the Chiefs (12- 
5) on Sunday, the same 
place where Kansas City 
crushed Pittsburgh 36-10 
three weeks ago, a victory 
that seemed to highlight 
the chasm between the 
two clubs. 


Despite being listed as 
13-point underdogs the 
Steelers — stunningly — 


have a chance to bridge 
that gap thanks in large 
part to a coach who seems 
to have a mystical ability to 
speak things into existence. 
"We've got a lot of warts," 
Tomlin said. "But we're 
here."L) 


By DAVE SKRETTA 

AP Sports Writer 

The Kansas City Chiefs did 
what they had to Satur- 
day, beating the Broncos 
on the road to finish up the 
regular season. Too bad 
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the Titans did what they 
had to Sunday, too. So 
rather than have the No. 1 
seed and a first-round bye, 
the Chiefs will face sev- 
enth-seeded Pittsburgh on 
Sunday night in the wild- 


Chiefs sluggishly enter playoffs with 


Pittsburgh up first 


card round at Arrowhead 
Stadium. It will be a re- 
match of a game from just 
a few weeks ago, when 
the Chiefs led 23-0 by half- 
time and rolled through 
the second half in a 36- 
10 romp. “When you get 
a first-round bye, it’s more 
of a win because you're 
getting past a round in 
the playoffs, which are 
never easy,” Chiefs quar- 
terback Patrick Mahomes 
said. “But we’re ready to 
go wherever against who- 
ever. We just go in with the 
mindset of we're going to 


have to play each-and- 
every week to get back 
to that Super Bowl.” The 
Chiefs didn't exactly cruise 
into the playoffs, though. 
The hot streak they were 
on when they played 
Pittsburgh ended the next 
week, when the Bengals 
not only ended their eight- 
game win streak but also 
knocked them from. first 
place in the conference. 

The Chiefs — struggled 
to contain the Denver 
ground game, gave up 
too many long runs to fill-in 
Broncos quarterback Drew 


Lock and trailed on the 
scoreboard until the fourth 
quarter. That’s when line- 
backer Nick Bolton bailed 
them out by taking a fum- 
ble 86 yards for a score 
that finally gave Kansas 
City the lead for good in a 
28-24 win. “That was a big 
play. That was a big-time 
play by a big-time player,” 
Mahomes said. “That's 
why we brought Melvin 
(Ingram Ill) over here: to 
make plays like that. He 
made a big play for us, 
Nick picked it up and got 
to the end zone.” () 


